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Charles W. Scholz of Quincy; Quincy Junior High
School freshman class president Kayt Norris, who
introduced the President; community activist and

philanthropist Joe Bonansinga, known as ‘‘Mr.
Quincy’’; and former Senator Paul Simon.

Statement on the Resignation of Senior Adviser to the President for Policy
and Strategy Douglas B. Sosnik
January 28, 2000

It is hard to believe that in just a few weeks
Doug Sosnik will be leaving the White House.
As happy as I am for Doug and his wife,
Fabiana, that he is taking on an exciting new
challenge with the National Basketball Associa-
tion, I am not looking forward to his departure,
because he has been such an important part
of virtually everything we have worked on over
the past 6 years.

Doug has that increasingly rare attribute—
a ‘‘passion for anonymity’’—and a self-depre-
cating style that has made him perhaps the least
known, most influential person in our commu-
nity.

What is known about Doug is certainly true:
He has been an invaluable source of policy and
political advice for me and my staff, a wise and
steady counselor, and a reliable yet not too suc-
cessful player of hearts.

What is not so well known about Doug is
his sense of history and of the moment; his
humor and skill at bringing people together, cut-
ting through the clutter and getting things done;
his desire to mentor young and new staff mem-
bers, many of whom have Doug to thank not
only for helping them join this administration
but for helping them succeed as well.

An expert in the combative world of politics,
Doug represents what is best about politics—
a recognition that the root of the word is ‘‘peo-
ple’’ and doing good things for people is what
it’s all about.

He would never say it about himself but, to
borrow a phrase from his new life, I hope that
more people coming into careers in public serv-
ice will ‘‘be like Doug.’’

The President’s Radio Address
January 29, 2000

Good morning. Two nights ago, in my State
of the Union Address, I asked the American
people to heed the advice of President Theo-
dore Roosevelt at the dawn of the last century
and take ‘‘the long look ahead’’—the long look
ahead to the great challenges we face and the
great opportunities we can seize in the 21st cen-
tury. That requires us to set new goals for our
Nation and take the right first steps to achieve
them.

We must ensure that every child begins
school ready to learn and graduates ready to
succeed. We must help every family succeed
at home and at work—and that no child is raised
in poverty. We must make America the world’s
safest big country, lead the world toward shared

peace and prosperity and to the far frontiers
of science and technology. And we must do
all this while maintaining the fiscal discipline
that brought us to this rare and promising mo-
ment we enjoy.

Seldom in our Nation’s history, never in my
lifetime, have we enjoyed so much prosperity
and social progress with so little internal crisis
or so few external threats, with 20 million new
jobs, the fastest economic growth in 30 years,
the lowest unemployment in 30 years, the lowest
poverty rates in 20 years, the lowest minority
unemployment rates on record, the first back-
to-back surpluses in 42 years, and next month,
the longest economic growth in our history.
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